
Dramatic angles distinguish this design.

ERVING  
PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Erving, MA 
new construction

Erving is a small town in northwestern 
Massachusetts that runs along the Millers 
River and is bisected by Route 2, the main 
east-west route in northern Massachusetts. 
It has an agricultural background, with 
some light manufacturing that has mostly 
faded. With a population of just under 
1,800, everyone knows everyone, and when 
they needed a new library to replace their 
outdated and site-constrained building, 
they envisioned a hub that would serve 
their needs as they evolve over time: 
efficiently, sustainably, and equitably. 

The library is one of the ways the people 
of Erving share their resources. The 
committee members who represented 
their community sought an all-electric 
building, using no fossil fuels, and a large 
photovoltaic array to provide energy. They 
wanted to use the sustainable features as 
teaching tools in support of the library’s 
mission of public education. The toilet 
rooms are unisex, single-fixture facilities to 
allow non-gendered, private use for those 
who may require an aid. All the spaces are 
accessible and designed for ease of use.

Spaces that adults, children, and teens 
could call their own, while remaining 
open and flexible was a primary goal. 
The building is organized around a core 
where the entrance, information desk, 
and new materials are located. There are 

patio spaces front and rear, accessible 
from all parts of the building. The soaring 
wood framed ceilings and large windows 
surrounding the rear patio also serve to 
draw patrons in, making their new library a 
place of learning and discovery.

Large windows give the Children’s Room a view of 
the rear patio and surrounding woods.



THE PLAN
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TEEN ROOM

NIGHT FOYER w/BATHROOMS,  
KITCHEN, STORAGE & 
BUSINESS CENTER OFFICES, UTILITIES & STORAGE

MAIN ENTRANCE &  
FRONT PATIO

ADULT BROWSING,  
WINDOW SEATING 
& COMPUTERS

MAIN BROWSING ROOM

REAR PATIO

CHILDREN’S ROOM

ACTIVITY  
ROOM

MEETING ROOM &  
ART GALLERY



RENDERINGS

Angle view of front entrance

Children’s Room, Browsing Room, Adult Browsing and Rear Patio 

Main Browsing Room

Rear patio from above.



Lockers and return slots for convenient, 
contact-free pickups and returns.The rear patio.

The front patio, with main entrance (center left).



A large photovoltaic array to 
provide clean energy.

An electric vehicle charging spot 
on the side of the library.

Recycling and trash area. Cycling to the library is encouraged.

SUSTAINABILITY
The committee members who represented their community sought an all-electric building, using 
no fossil fuels, and a large photovoltaic array to provide energy. They wanted to use the sustainable 
features as teaching tools in support of the library’s mission of public education. 



Views around the side of the library showing the jutting, triangular window area (which faces the street).



The night foyer (open after hours) with fountain for drinking or filling water bottles, the restrooms, 
the large meeting/gallery space (on left) and a room for meeting or doing business (on right)The front patio

View from the entrance (looking left) View from the entrance (looking right) View from the entrance of the Children’s Room into the main browsing room



To the left of the main entrance is the Teen Room, a computer area, adult browsing stacks and window seating.



The Teen Room, with 
triangular windows 
providing views of the 
beautiful setting.



Comfortable seating with a view in the Adult Browsing area.
Behind the Children’s Room, looking 
toward the rear patio.



THE CHILDREN’S ROOM & ACTIVITY ROOM

Activity Room



Kitchen (for staff use & events)

MEETING ROOM/ART GALLERY & KITCHEN


